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The tempo of enemy military activity has not been reduced significantly 
since the beginning of the Viet Cong — announced cease-fire period three 
days ago. Numerous attacks, including both shellings and ground assaults 
were staged by the Communists over the weekend. Sporadic barrages of 
mortar, rocket, and artillery fire were directed at US positions throughout 
the northern provinces including the posts at Khe Sanh, Dong Ha, Gio Linh, 
and Chu Lai. 

The US/ South Vietnamese 36-hour cease-fire began at 5:00 AM EST this 
morning. Some 45 minutes before it began, Saigon announced that it would 
not observe the cease-fire in the First Corps area due to the heavy enemy 
buildup in that area. 

Yesterday morning while sweeping the north bank of the Cua Viet River, 15 
miles north of Quang Tri, Marine elements engaged a large enemy force 
which was supported by rocket and artillery. Attacking under the supporting 
fire of air, artillery and naval gunfire, the Marines pursued the enemy 
northward until dark. Night blocking positions have been consolidated in the 
area, with plans to continue the attack at first light. Initial casualties are 
reported as 52 enemy killed, while Marine losses were 7 killed and 27 
wounded. 

US army units participating in Operation Wheeler/ Wallowa, 40 miles southeast 
of Danang, killed 21 enemy in an engagement late Saturday night. After four 
hours of fighting the enemy broke contact. US losses were reported as one 
killed and 6 wounded. 

In the Khe Sanh area the enemy continued his harrassment with mortar and 
rocket attacks on Marine positions. Marine patrols and aerial observers 
continued to search actively for the enemy, directing heavy volumes of air 
and artillery fire against located and suspected enemy locations. 
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Elsewhere in the First Corps enemy contact was limited to small -unit engagements 
Allied forces reported a total of 114 enemy killed and 52 weapons captured° ° ' 


in these engagements. 


Battle preparations are being completed by North Vietnamese main force 
units in the western highlands of Pleiku and Kontum provinces and there 
are indications] that the beginning of a well- 

coordinated series of large-scale att^ks>m^ 
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